
WOMEN’S OVERSEAS PLAYER 
DEVELOPMENT SCHOLARSHIPS 2020

The scholarship will provide funding for 3-4 players  
to spend 2-5 months overseas, during the winter months 
of 2020-21, further developing their skills and knowledge 
of the game in a different culture and climate, through 
excellent coaching, practice and competitive matches.  
It will also consider players being selected or offered 
other player development placements such as the ICC 
Global Development Team or T20 Franchise placements.

The aim of the CI Women’s Overseas Player 
Development Scholarship Programme is 
to support the development of current and 
future Ireland Women’s Pathway Players. 

 OVERVIEW 

 THE PROGRAMME  
The support will help fund many of the talented 

Irish women’s players within the Cricket Ireland 

performance and talent pathway. It will help  

them to develop the person as well as the 

cricketer in terms of their character overseas, 

linked with a club, where they will train, practice 

and play during the winter season. The support 

is aimed at making a difference to the player,  

and to help them develop through their 

Individual Performance Plan (IPP), which will  

be agreed with the CI Women’s Head Coach.

The preferred programme for players 

will be between 2 and 5 months. Players will 

be expected to report to the Sponsor and 

programme selection committee monthly on 

their progress, as well as provide a blog for public 

consumption on social media. Cricket Ireland will 

provide an annual report of the programme for 

the Sponsor and High Performance Committee. 

 LOCATION
The programme is not limited to one country, however, Cricket Ireland’s best 

contacts and highest quality supports are currently located in the Southern 

Hemisphere, namely Australia, New Zealand and South Africa. Players can 

arrange their own programmes if they have contacts themselves, or Cricket 

Ireland can arrange a programme following the player’s application and 

successful approval from the programme 

selection committee.

 CRITERIA 
• Players must be 18 by the time of departure for the scholarship programme.

• The programme is open to all current CI Women’s Performance squad 

members and all Pathway Players, including Toyota Super 3’s players  

and Shapoorji Pallonji Cricket Ireland Academy members. 

• The programme is likely to appeal to a player who has completed their 

Leaving Certificate and is looking at a ‘gap year’; a player keen to take 

a semester or year out of University studies; or an older player who is 

looking to take time out from work to develop their cricket. 

• All players must remain available to Ireland teams during this programme 

– all costs for any relocation will be funded by Cricket Ireland. 



 SELECTION PROCESS 
 
The programme selection panel will consist of the 
following: 

• Women’s Head Coach 

• Performance Director

• Women’s Performance and Pathway Coach

• Chair of Ireland Women’s Selectors

Decisions to fund players will be based mainly on the 
potential of the player to represent Ireland currently 
and/or in the future. Hence, in addition to spending 
at least 2 months overseas, two key sections of the 
application are: 

• Cricket CV with player’s profile

• Details of how and why the programme will help develop 

the player.

A decision on the awarding of the scholarship(s) will be 
made by July 2020.

2019 SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAMME TESTIMONIAL
I travelled to Australia in late November for a 4-month stint with Dandenong Cricket Club in Melbourne. After taking 
a few weeks to settle back into the club I had previously played at the season before, my weekly routine consisted 

of training every day during the week, having Saturday’s off to explore Melbourne and playing matches on 
Sundays. The support that the scholarship provided meant I was able to fully immerse myself into bettering 

myself as an all-round cricketer and not have to worry about working. Generally on Mondays and Fridays  
I had a one to one coaching session which I found very beneficial as I was able to dedicate whole 
sessions to my batting instead of trying to squeeze in bowling and fielding on top of that.  On Tuesday’s  
I trained with the men’s sides and on Wednesdays and Thursday’s I trained with the women’s side. 

 
   There was also a gym in the clubhouse of our home ground which meant I could easily fit  

my gym sessions in around my skills sessions. With games taking place on Sundays,  
most weeks I was playing cricket six times a week. Being able to dedicate so much  

time to training and not having  to worry about supporting myself financially meant  
I was essentially living as a full time athlete for my time in Australia. Not only do I feel 

I learnt a lot as a cricketer but I also had an incredible time doing so and made some 
wonderful friends along the way.

 FUNDING COSTS
Funding is available for 6 players to spend 
 2-5 months overseas. Up to €3,500 per month  
will be provided to support:

• Living costs – accommodation, services, 
food and internet allowance 

• Strength & conditioning support 
• Gym membership
• Coaching 
• Physiotherapy access 

A single payment of up to €1,500 will be made  
to support flights, visas and travel insurance.
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Kim Garth – International Player

PROGRAMME DONOR COSTS 
Cricket Ireland are seeking up to €30,000 
per annum to facilitate six International 
Women’s Cricketers to complete the 2020 
scholarship programme.
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