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INTER-PROVINCIAL SERIES 2018 

PLAYER ELIGIBILITY & SQUAD SELECTION POLICY 
 
 

1. BACKGROUND/CONTEXT 

 

1.1 With the Inter-Provincial Series now carrying First-Class and List-A status, the need to ensure that player 

eligibility is both clear, and adhered to, remains important, and maintaining the integrity of the competitions is 

key, given that ICC retains the authority to remove First-Class/List-A status from same at any time. 

 

1.2 The Inter-Provincial Series (First Class, One day 50 over and Twenty20) is designed to provide a bridge between 

club and country and to ensure players have the opportunity to compete in a ‘best v best’ environment.   It is 

crucial to the succession planning of the Irish team.  Therefore players identified by the national selectors as 

potential future International cricketers are given the opportunity to play in the Inter-Provincial Series.  Where 

there is a significant strength of such players in one provincial union, we must ensure players are able to develop 

by playing in the IP competition perhaps for another union.   

 

1.3 The series is also important for the individual provincial unions as a way of raising the profile of the sport, 

providing opportunities for their best club cricketers, helping to underpin the growth of the sport, and 

underpinning commercial activities of the unions. 

 

 

ELIGIBILITY REGULATIONS 

Depending on the status of the player concerned, the following eligibility criteria will apply: 

 

 

2.0 NATIONALITY QUALIFICATION CRITERIA  

 

2.1 A Player shall be qualified to participate in an Inter-Provincial Match where he satisfies at least one of the 

following requirements (the “Nationality Qualification Criteria”):  

 

NOTE: The relevant information and documentation required to evidence satisfaction of the Nationality Qualification 

Criteria must be provided to CI at least 7 days prior to the player playing in an Inter-Provincial match.   

 

2.1.1 the Player was born in Northern Ireland or the Republic of Ireland; 

 

2.1.2 at the date of submission of the relevant information to CI, the Player is able to demonstrate (by his 

possession of a valid passport) that he is a national of the Republic of Ireland; or  

 

2.1.3 at the date of submission of the relevant information to CI, the Player is a Resident of Northern Ireland or 

the Republic of Ireland. For the purposes of this Article, a Player will be deemed to be a ‘Resident' if the Player 

has had his primary and permanent home in the relevant country for the immediately preceding three years, 

and Residence and Residency shall be construed accordingly.  

 

NOTES:  

(1) For the purposes of Article 2.1.3, the ‘immediately preceding three year’ period shall mean the three year 

period that immediately precedes the date of submission of the relevant information to CI.  

 

(2) For the purposes of Article 2.1.3, a Player will be deemed to be a Resident of the relevant country if he can 

demonstrate that he has had his primary and permanent home in that country for the immediately preceding 

three years. This requires that the Player is able to demonstrate a close, credible and established link with the 

relevant country. It does not require, however, that the Player demonstrates that he has legal resident status in 

the relevant country in accordance with the applicable national law. A number of factors will influence a 

Player’s satisfaction of this test including, without limitation, the time actually spent by the Player in the 

relevant country and the purposes of any absences during the relevant period, whether the Player works in 

that country, whether the Player owns/rents a property and lives in that property on a full-time basis in that 

country, whether the Player can demonstrate any other permanent ties to the country. Short absences from 

the relevant country, for example, to travel to another country to play cricket on behalf of their Provincial 

Union or Cricket Ireland in an organised tour, for holidays, attending ill family members or friends abroad, are 
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unlikely to change the place/location of the Player’s primary and permanent home and are, therefore, unlikely 

to interrupt a Player’s period of Residence.  By way of a guideline, however, it is likely that, save in exceptional 

circumstances, as a minimum requirement, on aggregate, at least 10 months actual physical presence in the 

relevant country in each of the three years will be required to demonstrate that the country is the place where 

the Player has his primary and permanent home. 

 

(3) Where there are exceptional circumstances to justify the determination of a Player as a Resident under Article 

2.1.3 notwithstanding that he has not met the continuous three year residency requirement, it may be open for 

the Exceptional Circumstances Committee to make such a determination, pursuant to Article 2.4 of these 

Regulations. Factors that the Exceptional Circumstances Committee make take into account in considering an 

application pursuant to Article 2.4 include, without limitation: (a) the length of time that the Player may be 

out of the relevant country; (b) the continuous period of residence in the country before and after any period of 

absence; (c) the reason for any absence, i.e. personal, study or work-related; and (d) the presence of previous 

and/or continuing links/ties between the Player and the relevant country and/or to cricket in that country. 

 

(4) Further, where exceptional circumstances are claimed in respect of Article 2.1.3 on the basis of absence due to 

school and/or higher education, particularly in the case of Players who are not financially independent, being 

resident, as a full time student, in another country is likely to be considered a series of temporary absences 

from the parental home. In such cases, it is anticipated that in the majority of cases involving students, the 

family/parental home is likely to continue to constitute the student’s primary and permanent home. In 

considering such a case, factors such as, without limitation, whether or not the Player’s family/parental home 

is in the relevant country, and whether he returns to that family/parental home in the school holidays, 

together with whether there remains a close, credible and established link with the relevant country, will be 

considered relevant for consideration by the Exceptional Circumstances Committee.  

 

 

2.2 Deemed National 

Any cricketer who is within 12 months of qualifying for Ireland under 2.1 above, will be described as a ‘deemed national’ 

for the purposes of playing in the Inter-Provincial Series.  Responsibility for determining whether a player meets this 

criteria would rest with the Cricket Operations Manager, International Teams Administration Manager and Chair of 

Cricket. 

 

 

2.3 EU Passport Holder or Equivalent: 

 

Cricketers who meet the following criteria are also eligible to play in the Inter-Provincial Series: 

 

(a) an EEA national or a national of a state which is a party to an agreement with the EU and its member states providing 

that they are nationals lawfully employed within the EEA shall have employment rights equal to those of EEA 

nationals; and 

 

(b) the cricketer has not, within the 12 months leading up to April 1st immediately before the season in question, or at 

any time subsequently before applying for and being granted registration with a Provincial Union team either: 

(i) played cricket for any Full Member Country outside the EEA at U17 level or above this level, or  

(ii) played professional cricket in any Full Member country outside the EEA, except for First Class cricket or other 

Official Cricket or Approved Cricket as an overseas cricketer under local rules promulgated by the relevant 

governing body of the Full Member country, or in any other circumstances approved by CI. 

 

Note that “Official Cricket” means cricket which is classified as official cricket under the ICC Regulations, and that 

“Approved Cricket” means a Domestic Cricket Event as defined by the ICC in Regulation 32 of the ICC Regulations. 

 

Note that a national of Croatia who meets the above criteria is eligible to play in the Inter-Provincial Series only for a 

Provincial Union team based in the Republic of Ireland. 

 

 

3.0 OVERSEAS PLAYER QUALIFICATION CRITERIA 

 

*Teams can play a maximum of two Overseas players (as identified below) in their starting 11 for any match in any 

format. 
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3.1 Club Professional / Overseas Player, with Home Office approval to play in Northern Ireland 

 

A player who has a Tier 5 visa to play Club cricket in Northern Ireland is able* to play in the Inter-Provincial Series.  

However, his club must be aware of the following: 

 Both the club and player must agree to his release from club duties to play IP cricket. 

 The Club must sign a secondment agreement with CI for that player to play IP cricket. 

 The Club must invoice CI to the value of the match fees (no VAT to be applied), and that fee must be passed, 

in its entirety, to the player by the club. 

 The Club must provide CI with a copy (scanned or photocopy) of the player’s Tier 5 Visa. 

 

The signed secondment agreement, and copy of visa must be received by CI 48 hours prior to the start of the first 

match in which that player will be taking part. 

 

Please note that any cricketer who is in Northern Ireland on a Standard Visitor Visa is not eligible to play in the Inter-

Provincial Series. 

 

 

3.2 Club Pro / Overseas Player with approval to play in the Republic of Ireland 

 

A player who has a visa to play club cricket in the Republic of Ireland is able* to play in the Inter-Provincial Series.  

However, his club must be aware of the following: 

 Both the club and player must agree to his release from club duties to play IP cricket. 

 The Club must sign a secondment agreement with CI for that player to play IP cricket. 

 The Club must invoice CI to the value of the match fees (no VAT to be applied), and that fee must be passed, 

in its entirety, to the player by the club. 

 The Club must provide CI with a copy (scanned or photocopy) of the player’s entry Visa. 

 

The signed secondment agreement, and copy of visa must be received by CI 48 hours prior to the start of the first 

match in which that player will be taking part. 

 

 

4.0 LOCAL DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA 

 

4.1 Irish-Qualified* Player 

 

4.1.1 In general terms, any Irish-qualified player or ‘deemed national’ will be eligible to play for any Inter-

Provincial team and will not be required to play his club cricket in the said Provincial Union. 

 

4.1.2 It is agreed that this loan system will operate to facilitate player movement to other PU teams in order 

to ensure a competitive competition.  This will be achieved by written agreement from the respective 

Head Coaches and General Managers from each Union.  

 

 

4.2 Centrally Contracted Players 

 

As agreed by the CI Cricket Committee, any Ireland-qualified player signing a CI Central or Inter-Provincial contract 

must confirm to both CI and the relevant Provincial Union which IP team they intend to play, or make themselves 

available to play for, for the duration of that contract.  This should be confirmed by April 7th.  Cricket Ireland reserve 

the right to “re-allocate” any centrally contracted player to another team if his ‘home’ union does not wish to select him 

in their squad.   This would also be determined by the National Selectors in conjunction with the PU General Managers. 

 

 

5.0 PLAYER REGISTRATION 

 

Please note that all cricketers who have not signed a CI Central Player Contract or Inter-Provincial contract for 2018 

MUST sign an Inter-Provincial player agreement and register via the online registration database, 48 hours prior to the 

player playing in his first match of the season.  Non-compliance would result in the player concerned not being 

permitted to take the field in any match.  In addition, each player must complete a relevant tax form (as applicable) to 

ensure fees are paid at the correct level depending on an individual’s circumstances. 
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6.0 SQUAD SELECTION PROCESS 

 

6.1 IP 3-DAY CHAMPIONSHIP AND 50 OVER CUP  

 

With the need to uphold the “best vs best” playing policy for the Inter-Provincial Series, the following selection criteria 

would apply for the Championship and 50 over competitions for 2018: 

 

6.1.1  Leinster Lightning, Northern Knights and North-West Warriors must each confirm to the Cricket 

Operations Manager by 1st April 2018 an initial squad** of 14 players who are eligible to play in the Inter-

Provincial Championship and 50 over Cup competitions for 2018.  Note that the one squad will cover 

both competitions.   (**N.B. This initial squad must not be made public until after April 8th). 

 

6.1.2 Once those three squads have been submitted, Cricket Ireland will then identify any centrally-contracted 

Ireland players who have not been selected for their “home” squad, and engage with the other Provincial 

Unions to ensure that these players are allocated to a team for the 2018 season.   

 

6.1.3  Once these ‘allocations’ have taken place (by April 7th latest), all Provincial Unions may increase their 

squads in all formats by adding further players, providing they meet the necessary eligibility criteria in 2, 

3 and 4 above, and may then announce their increased squad publicly. 

 

6.1.4 County Contracted Players 

 Ireland-qualified county-contracted players who are residing in the UK, may be selected by IP teams if 

available and formally released by their county, in conjunction with the Cricket Ireland Performance 

Director.  These players should not be included in IP initial squad of 14, but may be subsequently selected 

at any time.  Players must play for the PU where they have previously resided and been educated, unless 

they wish to move Unions and this move is approved by his original Union. 

 

6.2 IPT20 TROPHY 

 

With four teams involved in this competition for 2018, the following selection criteria will apply: 

 

6.2.1 Leinster Lightning, Northern Knights and North-West Warriors must each confirm to the Cricket 

Operations Manager by 7th April 2018 an initial squad** of 14 players who are eligible to play in the 

Inter-Provincial T20 Trophy competition that season.  

(**N.B. This initial squad must not be made public until April 8th). 

 

6.2.2 Munster Reds then have from 8th to 29th April to confirm its initial squad of 14 players who will be 

eligible to play for them in the Inter-Provincial Trophy competition this season.  Munster will be entitled 

to select any player from any of the other Provincial Unions, who has not been selected that Union’s 

initial 14.  Any player selected for Munster will still be able to play IPC and/or IP50 for another Union 

team.   

 

6.2.3 Munster must ensure, however, that in selecting their initial squad, they are able to fulfil the requirement 

to field 4 players who play cricket for an MCU affiliated club (in other words these 4 must be named in 

the starting 11). 

 

6.2.4 No more than 8 players may be ‘loaned’ to a squad of 14 from one Provincial Union, unless agreed and 

approved by the said PU General Manager.  

 

6.2.5 All non-Munster based players selected in the squad of 14, must be approved by the respective PU 

General Manager.  

 

6.2.6 Once the Munster squad has been finalised and submitted (ie after 29th April), all Provincial Unions may 

increase their squads in the IP20 by adding further players, providing they meet the necessary eligibility 

criteria in 2, 3 and 4 above, and may then announce their increased squad. 

 

6.2.7 Subsequent squad additions from other PU’s must have approval from their respective General Manager.  
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7.0 CENTRALLY CONTRACTED PLAYERS 2018 

 

The Cricket Ireland National Selectors and PU Head Coaches (if not a selector) will select and award central contracts.  They 

will also put a recommendation for all Inter-Provincial Contracts to the respective PU General Manager for adoption and 

awarding.    

 

Category A (14):     Category B (6): 

Leinster:  John Anderson    Leinster:  Stuart Poynter 

Andrew Balbirnie      Barry McCarthy 

Peter Chase       Tim Murtagh 

George Dockrell    North:  Gary Wilson 

Ed Joyce       Paul Stirling 

  Kevin O’Brien    North-West: Boyd Rankin 

Simi Singh 

  North:  Jacob Mulder 

    James Shannon 

North-West: Andy McBrine 

Stuart Thompson 

Craig Young 

William Porterfield 

Niall O’Brien 

 

Inter-Provincial (7): 

 

Leinster:  (A) Sean Terry 

  (B) Jack Tector 

  (B) Lorcan Tucker 

(B) Josh Little 

(B) David Delaney 

  North:  (A) Nathan Smith 

(A) James McCollum 

 


